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BackgroundBackground

ØØNE Governors Conference Mercury ActionNE Governors Conference Mercury Action
Plan – Virtual Elimination GoalPlan – Virtual Elimination Goal

ØØModel Legislation on Mercury ContainingModel Legislation on Mercury Containing
Products Key Recommendation ofProducts Key Recommendation of
Mercury Action PlanMercury Action Plan

ØØNEWMOA drafted model legislation fromNEWMOA drafted model legislation from
1998-20001998-2000

ØØ Involved Two Rounds of Stakeholder InputInvolved Two Rounds of Stakeholder Input



BackgroundBackground
(continued)(continued)

ØØNE Governors endorsed proceeding withNE Governors endorsed proceeding with
introducing model legislation in 2000introducing model legislation in 2000

ØØModel legislation includes a provision toModel legislation includes a provision to
create an Interstate Clearinghouse tocreate an Interstate Clearinghouse to
assist states in implementing the lawassist states in implementing the law



Overview– Mercury Model BillOverview– Mercury Model Bill

ØØDefinitionsDefinitions

ØØ Interstate ClearinghouseInterstate Clearinghouse

ØØNotificationNotification

ØØRestrictions on SalesRestrictions on Sales

ØØPhase-out & ExemptionsPhase-out & Exemptions

ØØLabelingLabeling

ØØDisposal BanDisposal Ban



OverviewOverview
(continued)(continued)

ØØCollection System PlansCollection System Plans

ØØDisclosureDisclosure

ØØElemental Mercury LimitsElemental Mercury Limits

ØØPublic Education & OutreachPublic Education & Outreach

ØØState ProcurementState Procurement

ØØFull Model Text Available atFull Model Text Available at
www.newmoa.orgwww.newmoa.org



IMERCIMERC

ØØFunctions:Functions:

§§  Coordinate notification Coordinate notification

§§  Coordinate education and outreach Coordinate education and outreach

§§  Facilitate interstate reviews: Facilitate interstate reviews:

ExemptionsExemptions

Collection plansCollection plans

Alternative labelingAlternative labeling



Status of BillsStatus of Bills

ØØMercury Products Bills Introduced in allMercury Products Bills Introduced in all
NEWMOA-member states in 2001NEWMOA-member states in 2001

ØØ2000 NH bill – notification, product bans,2000 NH bill – notification, product bans,
clearinghouseclearinghouse

ØØ2000 ME bill – product labeling, disposal2000 ME bill – product labeling, disposal
banban

ØØ2001 ME bill – notification, product bans,2001 ME bill – notification, product bans,
clearinghouseclearinghouse

ØØ2001 RI bill – most provisions,2001 RI bill – most provisions,
clearinghouseclearinghouse



Anticipated Activities inAnticipated Activities in
20022002

ØØ  CT – Governor’s bill reintroduced CT – Governor’s bill reintroduced

ØØ  ME – Bills to: reduce sources of mercury from ME – Bills to: reduce sources of mercury from
cars & phase-out mercury productscars & phase-out mercury products

ØØ  MA – Continued debate on proposed bill MA – Continued debate on proposed bill

ØØ  NH – Governor’s bill continuing debate NH – Governor’s bill continuing debate

ØØ  NJ – Thermometer ban was introduced; may NJ – Thermometer ban was introduced; may
introduce other components of the modelintroduce other components of the model

ØØNY – UnknownNY – Unknown

ØØVT – Governor’s bill reintroducedVT – Governor’s bill reintroduced



Recent Legislation Passed byRecent Legislation Passed by
States Outside of the NortheastStates Outside of the Northeast
ØØMaryland 2001 – Thermometer ban,Maryland 2001 – Thermometer ban,

ClearinghouseClearinghouse
ØØ  Oregon 2001 – Thermometer ban, auto Oregon 2001 – Thermometer ban, auto

switch phase –out, thermostat banswitch phase –out, thermostat ban
ØØ  Illinois 2001 – Thermometer restrictions, Illinois 2001 – Thermometer restrictions,

novelty ban, restricts mercury in schoolsnovelty ban, restricts mercury in schools
ØØCalifornia 2001 – Thermometer ban,California 2001 – Thermometer ban,

novelty ban, K-12 cleanout, voluntary autonovelty ban, K-12 cleanout, voluntary auto
switch removal programswitch removal program



State Legislation (cont.)State Legislation (cont.)

ØØMichigan 2000 – phased-out mercury useMichigan 2000 – phased-out mercury use
in school classrooms by 2004in school classrooms by 2004
ØØNebraska 2001– bill introduced to banNebraska 2001– bill introduced to ban

mercury fever thermometers – pendingmercury fever thermometers – pending
ØØTexas 2001– bill introduced to regulateTexas 2001– bill introduced to regulate

certain mercury productscertain mercury products
ØØMinnesota – parent state for mercuryMinnesota – parent state for mercury

product legislation – labeling, product bans,product legislation – labeling, product bans,
disposal ban, othersdisposal ban, others



Mercury Reduction Programs:Mercury Reduction Programs:
ExamplesExamples

ØØThermometer exchangesThermometer exchanges

ØØHospital Assistance/Partnership ProgramsHospital Assistance/Partnership Programs

ØØSchool Assistance & Clean-out ProgramsSchool Assistance & Clean-out Programs

ØØFish Advisories & Public EducationFish Advisories & Public Education

ØØHHW CollectionHHW Collection

ØØAuto SwitchesAuto Switches

ØØEPP- focusEPP- focus



NEWMOANEWMOA

llNon-profit Interstate AssociationNon-profit Interstate Association

llMembers: CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, RI,Members: CT, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, RI,
VTVT

llFocus: Hazardous waste, solid waste, P2,Focus: Hazardous waste, solid waste, P2,
Waste site cleanupWaste site cleanup

llEstablished in 1986Established in 1986
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